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Mr Paul Barratt AO
President
Australians for War Powers Reform
PO Box 1379
CARLTON VIC 3055
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Thank you for your letters of 1 March, 25 August and 17 October 2015 about a number of
issues, includingthe release of the United Kingdom (UKlGovernment's Report of the lraq
lnquiry the deployment of Australian Defence Force personne! overseas, and your earlier
letter of 29 April 2015 to the Prime Minister. I apologise for the delay in responding.

The reasons for Australia's participation in the US-led coalition in 2003 were well-explained
at the time. Questions relating to Australia's involvement in the lraq war have previously
been examined by parliamentary inquiries. A Parliamentary Joint Committee on the
Australian Security lntelligence Organisation, the Australian Secret lntelligence Service and
the Australian Signals Directorate tabled a report on the intelligence on lraq's weapons of
mass destruction (WMD) in March 2OO4. This was followed by the Flood Report into
Australia's intelligence agencies, tabled in July 2004.

The Flood Report included an examination of the pre-war intelligence on lraq and
considered lessons from the lraq experience for the Australian intelligence community.
The report found that the Office of NationalAssessments and the Defence lntelligenee
Organisation, along with the rest of the international community, failed to judge accurately
the extent and nature of lraq's WMD programs. Nevertheless, their key judgements on
lraq's WMD capabilities were relatively cautious and drew the most likely conclusions from
the available information. The Flood Report noted that Australian assessments were, on the
whole, more cautious than US and UK assessments, and seemed closer to the facts. lt found
no evidence of politicisation of the assessments.

The Flood Report made a number of recommendations in relation to Australia's intelligence
agencies that the Howard Government adopted. An inquiry by the Senate's Foreign Affairs,
Defence and Trade References Committee on the duties of Australian personnel in lraq was
tabled in August 2005.

Senator the Hon Marise Payne
Minister for Defence

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
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There is no greater responsibility for the Australian Government than the defence of
the nation, its people and interests. Under Australia's constitutional arrangements,
the decision to deploy the ADF to undertake combat operations, as well as a range of
activities other than warfighting (such as peacekeeping operations and disaster
relief), is an exercise of executive power under section 61 of the Australian
Constitution. Whilst I acknowledge your concerns with the War powers, the existing
arrangements allow the Government to act decisively and respond flexibly to
contingencies when they arise.

Decisions made by the Executive are able to be tested on the floor of the parliament.
Thus, there are appropriate checks and balances on Executive power through the
normal business of the Parliament.

ln February 2olo,the senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation
Committee published a report into the Defence Amendment (Parliomentory Approvol

Amendment (Parliamentory Approvalof Overseos Seruice) Bitt 2OO8 not proceed due
to concerns about the disclosure of sensitive or classified material, lack of
responsiveness and a lack of clarity. The Committee found that without a full
understanding and appreciation of the complex security issues Members of
Parliament would lack the institutional ability to make important decisions on
Australia's engagement in overseas conflicts.

I note your comments about Australia's relationship with the United States (US).
Australia's alliance with the US remains the vital underpinning of our security and
defence arrangements. The 2016 Defence white paper outlined that the us
continues to be Australia's most important strategic partner through our long-
standing alliance. For the past 70 years, the US and Australia have strengthened their
bilateral cooperation and interoperabitity. As we have for 100 years, Australian and
united states forces are working side-by-side, including in the Middle East, to
counter shared threats and support global security.

Once again, thank you for your correspondence and I trust this information is of
assistance to you.

Yours sincerely

MARISE PAYNE
2 3 ilov 2016


